
ASSOCIATION IS THE PIONEER FOR SUSTAINABILITY IN 
COLLEGE ATHLETICS 
 
About 90,000 roaring fans come together on Saturdays to cheer on their 
respected teams at the Ben Hill Griffin Stadium. Those fans generate 15 
tons of trash on an average Gator game day.  
 
Allison Vitt, director of outreach and communications at UF’s Office of 
Sustainability, said, “When you talk about 90,000 fans that are there on 
Saturdays, they’re buying all kinds of stuff from the concession stand. It’s 
creating a tremendous amount of waste every single day,” Vitt said. 
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The University of Florida’s Office of Sustainability joined forced with the 
school’s athletic department in 2009 to become the first carbon neutral 
athletic program in the United States. 
 
UF’s athletic association is the pioneer of the carbon neutral movement. By 
purchasing offsets through a local partner, We Are Neutral, the athletic 
association is enabling the partner to use these offsets and plant trees on 
conservation lands and do energy retrofits in low income housing, Vitt 
said. 
 
“The athletic association is offsetting the carbon impact of their team’s 
travel, their facilities and the energy and everything that goes into running 
this giant athletics program,” Vitt said. 
 
Liz Storn, program coordinator at the Office of Sustainability, said that the 
way to have athletes and fans recycle more is to make the process simpler. 



 
“I know when I’m at a game I’m not looking for a sign,” Storn said. 
 
The UF athletic program began placing recycle signs in the restrooms and 
water aerators on all sinks. They’ve even made almost all the products in 
the stadium compostable, Storn said. 
 
Knowing that tailgating fans are at the stadium to watch the game and not 
to compost, the best approach to recycling and composting is to make it 
simple, Storn said. 
 
Volunteers hand out blue bags to tailgaters and asking them to fill them 
with their recyclable trash, Storn said. 
 
Vitt said, “They’re here to see the Gators and that’s awesome, but we also 
want them to know that we are really trying to make an impact on campus 
and increase our recycling rates especially on game days.” 
 
Volleyball player, Allie Monserez said that from an athlete’s point of view, 
a noticeable change in the past two years has been the implementation of 
recycle bins around all of the athletic facilities. 
 
“Walking into the volleyball gym and locker room there are always waste 
bins and recycle bins. Also, with our new technology and advances our 
team has gone completely paper free and only use our iPads for scouting, 
documents, menus and travel itineraries,” Monserez said. 
 
Storn said she has found that students are the best way to get messages 
about recycling and composting across campus. 
 
“As we get recycling and composting more across campus, people are 
going to be expecting to see it,” Storn said. 

 


